Publications of North Eastern Social Research Centre, Guwahati

1. Alphonsus D’Souza: Traditional Systems of Forest Conservation North East India: The Angami Tribe of Nagaland, 68 pages, Rs 40 (Only paperback). (2001, reprint 2005).

While the neighbouring tribes cut their forests, the Angami preserved theirs for many decades but began to cut them in the 1980s. The author links it with the need for money to educate their children. At first the Angami grew commercial crops to meet this need and preserved their forests till new needs arose.

2. Walter Fernandes and Nafisa Goga D’Souza (eds). Climate Change and Tribal Sustainable Living: Responses from the Northeast., pp. 150 Price Rs 100 (only paperback) (2001, reprint 2006).
This book brings together papers presented at a conference organised in September 2001 by North Eastern Social Research Centre, jointly with Indian Network on Ethics and Climate Change. The first part of the book looks at the concepts and the overall situation of the climate change negotiations till the Inter-Governmental Conference of Parties of 2001. The second part has papers that contain experiments being conducted in response to it, in the tribal areas of India in general and the Northeast in particular.

3. Walter Fernandes and Sanjay Barbora. 2002. Modernisation and Women’s Status in North Eastern India: A Comparative Study of Six Tribes. Pp. 236, Price Paperback Rs 200, Rs 350. hard cover. (out of print)
“Does modernisation go against the tribal communities in general and women among them in particular?” That is the question asked in this comparative study of six tribes from four States of the Northeast. The study from which this book emerged, came to the conclusion that modernisation with no preparation goes against them. The book therefore, discusses possible alternatives to it and measures to prepare them for it.

4. Walter Fernandes and Sanjay Barbora. (eds). Changing Women’s Status in India: Focus on the Northeast. Pp. 219 Price Rs 180, US$ 18 paperback, Rs 300, hard cover (2002). (out of print)
This book brings together papers presented at a conference on Changing Women’s Status organised by NESRC in October 2001. It dealt with the economy, religion and women and had papers on women’s movements and the All India level and women’s status in different States of the Northeast. Their revised versions are published in this book. The writers include Uma Chakravarty, Ilina Sen, Ritu Dewan, Flavia Agnes from the rest of India and prominent thinkers in the Northeast.

5. NESRC and Aranyak. 2004. The Seven Sisters of North East India: A Profile. Pp. 64. no price (2004).

This booklet, at present out of print, was prepared jointly by NESRC and Aranyak for distribution at the World Social Forum held at Mumbai in January 2004.

5. Walter Fernandes and Melville Pereira. 2005. Land Relations and Ethnic Conflict: The Case of North Eastern India. Pp. 248. Paperback Rs 200, USD 18, Euro 16. hard cover Rs 350, USD 30, Euro 28.

Since most conflicts in the Northeast are around land, we tried to learn more about the causes of the unrest by looking at changing land relations among six tribes and one non-tribal group from five States. Land is lost to outsiders through encroachment by the immigrants, through acquisition for development projects and other human-made causes apart from others like floods and disasters or even through new uses it is put to. The book shows its impact on their lives, conflicts being one of them. 

6. U. A. Shimray. Tribal Land Alienation in the Northeast. This is a summary of a series of studies done in all the States of India on the extent and nature of tribal land alienation in the Northeast. Pp. 38 Rs 25

7. Gita Bharali and Walter Fernandes. 2007. Unnayan Banam Sthanantharor 1947-2000. (paperbac). Pp. 245, Rs 150. 

A study on development-induced displacement in Assam 1947-2000 showed that while the State claims to have used 3.9 acres of land for these projects the reality is around 14 lakh acres. Against the official claim of 3.4 lakhs, the number of persons affected by such land alienation exceeds 19 lakhs.

8. Walter Fernandes, Melville Pereira and Vizalenu Khatso. Customary Laws of the Northeast: Impact on Women. This study on the gender implications of the tribal customary laws was done by NESRC in 2005. The findings show that they are being interpreted more and more from the point of view of men and that they go against women. The suggestions are for recognition of the customary law but with modifications, in such a way that women’s rights are recognised. This book has been published in October 2007 by the National Commission for Women which funded the study.

9. Lazar Jeyaseelan (ed). 2007. Conflict Mapping and Peace Processes in Northeast India. Only paperback. 275 pages, Rs 200, USD 20, Euro 18.

It is a collection of case studies of conflicts and efforts at peace in four States of the Northeast. From Assam is the study of the Assam-Nagaland border dispute and the Karbi-Kuki conflict, from Manipur there are cases on the Naga-Meitei conflict of 2001, the Kuki-Paite and Kuki Naga conflict and from Meghalaya there are two chapters on the Khasi-Garo tension. Every chapter has an analysis of the causes of the conflicts, the connectors and dividers and possible solutions.

10. Walter Fernandes, Gita Bharali and Vemedo Kezo. 2008. Paperback. The UN Indigenous Decade in Northeast India. It is an assessment of the UN Indigenous Decade 1995-2004, done at the request of the International Fund for Agricultural Development of the Food and Agricultural Organisation. We studied the understanding of the indigenous concept in the Northeast, the extent of awareness of the UN Decade and what the people expect of the second decade 2005-2014. pp. 156. Rs 120, USD 12, Euro 10.

11. Pranami Garg and Madhumita Puryakastha. Share of Children in the Assam Budget: An Analysis of the Allocations 2004-05 to 2007-08. NESRC studied the budgets of Assam 2001-2005 in cooperation with haq: Centre for Child Rights, New Delhi, from the point of view of children, to see what allotments have been made for them, how they have been spent and what needs to be done. We followed up on it through advocacy. Published jointly with haq. Pp. 37. Rs 25, USD 3, Euro 2. Available also in Assamese at the same price.

12. Walter Fernandes (ed). 2008. Search for Peace with Justice: Issues around Conflicts in Northeast India. (only paperback). Pp. 176; Rs 120; USD 12; Euro 10.

This book brings together papers by M. N. Karna, David Symlieh, Nani Gopal Mahanta and others on the causes of conflicts in the Northeast and possible movement towards peace. 

13. Tom Mangattuthazhe. 2008. Violence and Search for Peace in Karbi Anglong, Assam. Paperback. Pp. 68, Rs 60, USD 6, Euro 5. 

During the last two decades Karbi Anglong has experienced more ethnic violence than most other districts of Assam have done. The author examines the causes of violence and possible solutions. 

Booklets in the Legal Awareness Series.

1. Ravi Sagar. 2001. Plantation Labourers, Know Your Rights. Pp. 14, price Rs 10 (2001, reprinted 2005).

Assamese version of the same – Rs 10, fifth reprint in 2005.

Hindi version of the same – Rs 10.

These booklets summarise the Plantation Labour Act 1951 and Plantation Labour Rules 1956.

2. Walter Fernandes, Sanjay Barbora and Gita Bharali. 2003. Children of Plantation Labourers and Their Right to Education. Pp. 38, Rs 20.

Sanjay Barbora and Gita Bharali. 2003. Chah Sramikar Sisu aru Sikhyar Adhikar. Pp. 40, Rs 20.

These two booklets are summaries in English and Assamese respectively, of a study on the status of education of the children of plantation labourers in Assam. Done in 172 gardens i.e. 25% of the total, it studied the infrastructure, the number and type of teachers, the culture of the schools, the number of children attending them and the overall impact. Intensive study was done in 45 gardens through 520 group discussion sessions and interviews with 920 families, some teachers and knowledgeable persons.

3. Ravi Sagar. 2005. Forest Rights of the Scheduled Tribes and Forest Dwellers: The Gauhati High Court Judgement and the Central Forest Bill. 25 pages. Rs 15. (2005).

Though 10,000 Garo East Pakistani refugee families have been in resettled in Assam since 1947 they have not been granted ownership of the land on which they have lived since the 1950s. When threatened with eviction from it they approached the high court which granted them right over that land. The booklet describes their legal status and that of thousands of Assamese who are living on land over which they are not granted full rights and also summarises the recent central Act on tribal rights over forests. 

4. Walter Fernandes, Melville Pereira and Vizalenu Katso. 2008. Tribal Customary Laws in Northeast India: Gender and Class Implications. Pp. 42 Rs 25, USD 2.50 Euro 2.

This booklet summarises the findings of the study on the gender implications of the tribal customary laws of the Northeast. The study, completed in 2005 was funded by the National Commission of Women which also published the complete report in 2007. 

Dr Walter Fernandes

Director
