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Rome, February 18 2008, n. 16
FLASH
The last of the elections prescribed by the General Congregation took place on February 18. The four General Assistants (ad providentiam in the original Latin) elected today, in alphabetical order, are:
· Fr. Lisbert D’Souza (Bombay)

· Fr. James Grummer (Wisconsin)

· Fr. Federico Lombardi (Italy)

· Fr. Marcos Recolons (Bolivia)

Fr. Marcos Recolons (Bolivia) has been elected  admonitor of Father General.

The process by which the General Assistants have been elected follows closely the one adopted for the election of Father General. There is a period of four days to obtain information about possible candidates (murmuratio), an oath pronounced in similar terms regarding the selection of the candidate, individual paper ballots are used rather than voting electronically for each one of the Assistants, and a stern prohibition in virtue of holy obedience to have oneself or another elected as General Assistants. Only “electors”, excluding those who were called to the Congregation to deal with issues, have a voting right for the General Assistants.
After the election of the four Assistants all the members of the Congregation (including those called to deal with particular issues) are called into the aula to vote for the admonitor.

The election of the General Assistants and of the admonitor “has to be done keeping in mind the General Counsellors appointed by Father General but with freedom of the Congregation remaining intact to choose other persons” (Complementary Norms no. 364).

The function of the four General Assistants is to assist the Superior General on behalf of the whole Society. Chapter IV of the Constitutions (no. 768) spells out the meaning of this statement. The assistance called for deals with external matters “such as clothing, food and any expenditure touching upon the General’s person”, preventing him “from going beyond measure in labours or excessive severity”, and attending “to his soul in case necessity might arise”

Once the process of the elections is completed the activity of the Congregation turns full time to the discussion and voting on the documents to be sent to the whole Society of Jesus  that will exert an undoubted influence in the internal life and apostolic activities of all the Jesuits.

In the middle of this work the Congregation will look forward to the audience granted by the Holy Father to all the members of the Congregation on February 21st.
******************************
Unrelated to the elections, Father General announced in the morning of February 18 that he has appointed Father Ignacio Echarte (Loyola) General Secretary of the Society. He succeeds Father Frank Case.
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