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FEBRUARY 8, 2008

MORNING SESSION
The liturgical calendar marks February 8 as the feast of Saint Josephine Bakhita, who as a child was kidnapped and sold into slavery in her native Sudan. Converted to Christianity, she was freed and eventually entered religious life in Italy. She was canonized by Pope John Paul II in 2000. In the introduction to the morning prayer in the aula there was a mention of Decree 14 of GC. 34 referring to the unjust treatment and exploitation of women, a situation which Jesuits are called to address in the implementation of our mission.

The topic of the morning session was Collaboration with others. The committee that prepared the draft was composed by five members:
Frs. Guillermo Baranda ( Chile)

       Renzo De Luca (Japan)

       John P. Fitzgibbons (Wisconsin)

       Thierry Lamboley (France)
       Mark Raper (Australia)

On behalf of the committee Fr. Lamboley presented the document.

Though building on decree 13 of GC. 34, the committee has tried to consider the changes that have happened in the last 13 years. Some of  the people with whom we collaborate are lay and non Christian, while others should be considered companions in our apostolic activities rather than mere collaborators. As the Holy Father reiterated in a recent letter, this is the collaboration that the Church expects from the Society. Our different vocations are not an impediment to working shoulder to shoulder in the service of God’s kingdom. However, a solid Ignatian formation is necessary for  both Jesuits and non Jesuits to adapt to new situations that could arise when, for example, non Jesuits hold positions of leadership in our institutions. 
This collaboration is not just confined to individuals but also extends to institutions.

Related to the issue of collaboration with non Jesuits is the issue of the possibility of lay persons establishing a “more closely and stable bonds with the Society”. This possibility was given “official recognition” in GC 31 which urged Father General to study ways by which such bond could be achieved. In 1995, GC 34 recommended a ten year experimentation of juridical bonding of individual persons while asking the next General Congregation to evaluate these experiments.
The establishments of an Ignatian Apostolic Network could be an appropriate way of carrying out effective collaboration.
Seeking clarification, a number of questions were raised following the exposition of the drafting committee.

AFTERNOON SESSION

Migrants, refugees, displaced persons and trafficked people. Response of the Society of Jesus. 

It has been a blessing and a consolation to witness the positive development of this important mission of the universal Society of Jesus…Assisting refugees will be a privilege and, in turn, will bring great blessing to ourselves and our Society.

(From a letter of Fr. P-H Kolvenbach on January 16, 2008)

On behalf of the committee, Frs. Joseph Parakad (Darjeeling) and Paul Pace (Malta) presented the report. 
Migration, displacement and human trafficking are crucial issues that affect a vast number of people and are creating a diverse, complex and global reality. To respond to these issues we need to work out both individual and institutional strategies. 
Together with natural and environmental disasters, political, cultural, economic and social factors are the main causes of this vexing situation. Victims face insecurity, violation of their human rights, and lack of means to satisfy their basic human needs.  Solidarity, accompaniment, and assistance are the hard to come by remedies for the victims of these situations. Lack of clear policies in the (migrants’) countries of origin together with stringent immigration laws in destination countries aggravate the situation. On the other hand, the integration of migrants into a new habitat and culture is a far from easy transition which makes imperative the raising of consciousness of the local population. 
Especially through the Jesuit Refugee Service, the Jesuit Migrant Services in Latin America, the Jesuit Social Action Centers in various countries, the Research Units and the creation of a database, the Society of Jesus is doing a commendable job. But the shrinking number of Jesuits and the lack of financial resources put limits to our present contribution towards the solution of the above problems. 
Concrete forms of improving our services in collaboration with others are under study and the committee will later on submit some recommendations.

FEBRUARY 9, 2008-02-11

GOVERNANCE IN THE SOCIETY

The whole morning was dedicated to the presentation of the first draft of a possible decree on the governance of the Society.
The draft was the work of a committee formed by:

Frs. Antoine Kerhuel (France)

       Geoffrey King (Australia) 


       Francisco José Ruiz (Betica)

       Bradley Schaeffer (Chicago)

       Orlando Torres (Puerto Rico)

On behalf of the group, Fr. G. King presented the report in the aula.

After an introduction the report has three main parts: General Governance of the Society (General Congregation, Central Government, Conference(s) of Major Superiors), Province Governance, and Local Governance.
Previous to the presentation in the aula, all the Assistancies had received the draft and discussed it. A representative from each Assistance gave a brief account of the discussion. In general the opinion prevailed that the draft was a valid and useful tool for the revision of the document on governance in the Society at all levels. Additional  proposals could be further developed in a second draft.

At the end of the session – and at the end of the morning – Fr. King thanked all the Assistancies for their contributions, willingly accepted most of the observations and assured the members of the Congregation that the remarks offered in the aula would be taken into consideration for a second draft.

******************************

CORRECTION
In a previous dispatch, we presented an incomplete list of the institutions which belong to the Delegation of Father General. We offer a correct one with our apologies:
To the Delegation of the Roman Interprovincial Institutions (DIR) belong the following institutions even if some of them are located out of Rome. The Delegate is Fr. Ignacio Echarte : the Gregorian University, the Biblical Institute (with venues both in Rome and Jerusalem), the Oriental Institute, the Saint P. Canisius Residence, the Roberto Bellarmine College, the International Gesù College, the Vatican Observatory (venues in Castelgandolfo and Tucson), and the Trinity Residence (Aletti Center).
Entrusted to different Delegates are : the Russian College (Fr. Adam Zak); the German-Hungarian College (Fr. Wendelin Köster), the Pontifical Latin American College (Fr. Valentín Menéndez), the Pontifical Brazilian College (Fr. Marcos Recolons); and the Civiltà Cattolica (Fr. Francesco Tata). 

The Pontifical Institute of Ecclesiastical Studies for Polish national is directed by two Jesuits, but it does not belong to any Delegation of Father General.  
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