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An unusual session 


A small group of readers and musicians conduct the opening prayer of every morning session. But in the morning of March 1 most of the delegates were curious  why the group of prayer leaders increased so noticeably. They were  representatives of a much larger group which, with great care and creativity, had been preparing the hymns, readings and petitions for each day of the Congregation. All the themes with which the Congregation has been dealing: Brothers (February 24)  Scholastics ( 26), Superiors (27), Older Jesuits (28) had been beautifully integrated into the morning prayer. At other times, as they consider the mission of the Society, the delegates found echoes in the prepared prayer of their more universal concerns: the Church of tomorrow, Jesus Light of the world, Apostolic Obedience etc.


But the session’s surprise did not end with the applause with which the Congregation expressed its appreciation to the “liturgists”. Although alluded to in the final prayer when we asked the Lord “ to bless your servant P. Peter- Hans Kolvenbach” and to grant him the grace of continuing to work in your vineyard like a cedar of Lebanon transplanted near the streams of water…” the congregation managed to “surprise” Father Kolvenbach with a simple ceremony to say goodbye. Father General apologized for surprising  Father Kolvenbach with the ceremony by noting: “to prevent him from missing the session if he had suspected what was in the making, we had to highjack him.” Father General Nicolás succeeded in mixing in his speech the obviously felt gratitude of the Society with a touch of humour so as not to make Father Kolvenbach uncomfortable with the expressions of appreciation addressed to him.


From the point at which  his resignation was accepted on January 14, without any apparent effort, Father Kolvenbach has made his way as just one more member of the community among the rank and file. His only distinction has been the cassock he has always worn.


Although the letters of instructions he sent to the Society during the past 25 years have been the single most quoted source by the commissions writing the drafts of the documents prepared by the 35th General Congregation, Father Kolvenbach did not intervene even once : he quietly occupied the seat allocated to him – seat number 207.  At the end, the Secretary of the Congregation  presented him with an icon, the traditional farewell gift in the Eastern Church, which he kissed and raised so as to show it to the Congregation. Without saying a single word, silent as always, he returned to his seat where, serene and dignified, he “suffered” the long, long applause of the delegates. The icon was chosen, added Father Nicolás, because it would be the only present that would not end  in the hands of the first person Father Kolvenbach would meet in the corridor. 


On March 2,  Father Kolvenbach will make a short trip to Germany for just a few days before returning to Rome the day before taking flight to Lebanon.


Facing its  last week of its work, the Congregation has reached a pace that might be considering “cruising speed”. Indicative votes of  previous days have given the drafting committees an inkling of the judgment of the assembly. With that in mind they are keeping late hours revising the previous drafts.

As the final voting approaches,  a certain tension seems to float in the aula. A very detailed schedule, the result of difficult calculations and guesses, makes the delegates confident that they will meet the deadline on March 6.
******************************

Father General has made public the appointment of two additional General Councilors: Fr. Orlando Torres (Puerto Rico) will continue to be Councilor in charge of  Formation. Fr. Joseph Daoust (Detroit) will be Councilor Delegate of Father General for the Interprovincial Houses in Rome.
******************************

Father General communicated to the delegates that in view of the natural disasters which have affected Ecuador and Bukavu East Region of the Congo Democratic Republic), he has assigned from FACSI (Apostolic and Charitable  Fund of the Society of Jesus) € 30.000 as relief  contribution. 

At the beginning of February a strong earthquake caused serious damages to two institutions of the Society in Bukavu: the Alfajiri School and the Center of Spirituality Amani. Each institution will receive € 10,000 from FACSI.
         The Hogar de Cristo in Ecuador has provided popular housing to 16.000 families, many of which have suffered great damage from flooding in the last weeks. 

Father General took advantage of this occasion to encourage the Provinces to contribute to FACSI as it enables the Society to provide relief to Provinces affected by natural calamities.
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